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Abstract   

The main aim of this research paper is to bring out the various problems of learning 
English as a second language especially in the case of Telugu medium students under 
J.N.T.U K (Kakinada) all affiliated engineering colleges in Andhra Pradesh. Learning 
English language in engineering colleges have become a difficult task in the case of 
vocabulary, proper sentence construction, Pronunciation, Grammar, Letter Writing, Essay 
Writing, Creative Writing, Reading Passages, Participating some activities like Group 
Discussion Role Play, Debate or any kind of speaking activities. Because most of the 
students are coming from different backgrounds and they speak different languages. 
Students from various engineering colleges feel comfortable to communicate in their 
mother tongue rather than English.  In my keen observation of my teaching experience 
from various engineering colleges, Most of the students feel shy and fail to come out the 
shell since they assume their mistakes may be found by others and their reputation and 
image may be spoiled. They may also create new pronunciation for English sounds 
according to their convenience though it is not available in speaker’s first language. 
Teaching English as second language is really a fun if we do in the right way. The 
language teachers should be trained up thoroughly. It is my ardent desire to make a 
special study about difficulties of English learning students in professional colleges in 
costal districts and I suggest a few remedies for their improvement. 

Importance of English language 

Today English is used at undergraduate level, at post-graduate level and at research 

level.English subject is added in all the streams like Aviation, Engineering, Medical, Business, 
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Share market, Internet, Press and media, Education , Research, Science and technology, 

Communication, Social interaction. Almost in all the branches English is one of the subject. In 

arts, commerce science, engineering, medicine, the students study this subject is compulsory. 

Even in +2 standard this subject is compulsory. As I could find out some problems while they 

are learning English language “Learning is  bitter but its fruit is sweet”. It is a very bitter 

experience for most of the students. According to Resnick, “Learning is a bitter medicine that 

needs sugar coating of entertainment to become palatable”. Learning English in professional 

colleges has become a difficult task and they face academic failures. 

Problems in learning English in professional colleges: 

Students of higher education are facing problems towards English language as they feel fear 

in learning and speaking English. These students are not having good command over four skills 

of English language i.e. reading, writing, speaking, and listening. Students are not able to read 

some difficult words properly while reading any passage, newspapers or text. Students even fail 

to understand the meanings of the words. They make mistakes in writing application, letters, 

exams etc. They face problems with English language while writing because of lack of 

vocabulary. They are not able to distinguish between formal or informal language in letters or 

application. Even they face problems in writing technical or simple language.  They are not able 

to speak fluent English because of language fear. It is said that if you listen properly, you can 

read properly, write properly and speak properly. Listening is very important skill among all. 

Somewhere students are facing problems in listening also. If they could not listen properly, they 

may fail to express their views or ideas in front of the teacher and the class. Students even face 

difficulty in communication in the corporate world when they join as a higher official. Apart 

from this many students are not aware of ICT (Information and Communication Technology.) 

ICT is the buzz world of   21st century. Despite well-established Engineering Language 

Laboratories in various engineering colleges, Telugu Medium students are facing a crop of 

problems with regard to English particularly in their acquisition of speaking and writing skills. In 

the matter of speaking English, They have numerous problems. They do not know how to greet 

or how to use polite expressions. Some students say “ I want to come in class room” some 
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students  don’t know how to reply to “Sorry” at 10th of +2 stage, they have not been trained in 

the basics of spoken English many of them are used to bilingual method in the class room 

situation and their exposure to English is hardly for more than 30 minutes in day as per the 

estimate of a survey conducted by the peer team of English Department at Pragati Engineering 

College, Suramplem Kakinada in East Godavari district. It is also interesting to note that many 

students don’t know how to pronounce words like “Leisure ” “BROCHURE” “GARRAGE” 

“MORTAGAGE” similarly they don’t know to pronounce noun as well as verb words like  

 

1. “ADVISE”         Verb          ADIVICE         Noun 
2. “CONDUCT”    Verb          CONDUCT     Noun 
3. “PROUCE”       Verb           PRODUCE      Noun 

They don’t know how to distinguish between “RISE” “RICE” 

 Students hailing from rural area particularly form Srikakulam and Konaseema pronounce 

“FISH” as “FISS” “ENGLISH” as “ENGLIS” Muslim students pronounce “SCHOOL” as “E-

SCHOOL” “STATION” as “E-STATION” one student has the habit of pronouncing “S” as “H” 

and on one occasion he reciprocated to “congratulation to you “ as “Shame to you” !”. Their 

intonation is awfully bad. Mother tongue influence (M.T) is clearly discernible when they talk in 

English Telugu case namely “Pradhamavibhakti” is strong influencing factor in their information 

in sentences like “He is coming”  “She is going” They need a rigorous training under a trained 

teacher of English to overcome such problems in speaking English. Regarding writing skill, 

many students are very poor as regards spelling is concerned with regard to “be” form i.e “Are” 

they write “or”, for “and”  they write “ end”. They don’t know the spelling of many single words 

like “occasion” “tuition” “receive” etc. Coming to functional grammar which is indispensable for 

writing English, students have no idea about part of speech. They don’t know conjugation and 

have no knowledge of tenses, voice etc. Many students make intolerable mistakes even while 

writing simple sentences. For instance, they say “she is my cousin sister” “This book coasted Rs 

75/- They don’t know the difference between “I go to college at 9 A.M”  “I am going to college 

at 9 A.M” . 
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Problems of learning English as a Second Language  

Psychological Problems:  It is a widespread misunderstanding amongst students that 

English the most difficult of all subjects. The result and the failure candidates act as evidence to 

prove this fact. Hence most of the students look at this subject with a prejudiced vision and bear 

the fear through the year. The psychological depression results in poor performance at the end of 

the year. 

Lack of Practice: Language could be mastered by practicing all the four skills viz. 

Listening, Speaking, Reading, Writing. The rural surrounding does not allow the learner to 

practice an of these skills. The lack of audio tools also adds in the problem of lack of practice. 

Many teachers are unable to teach English effectively because they face lot of problems due to 

the lack of teaching aids. There are very few audio-visual aids available and it is insufficient for 

teachers to use it effectively. Some are so costly that colleges can only afford to buy a few. 

Lack of Interest:  Learning English being compelled has merely become a hurdle in 

passing. Students only concentrate o passing marks. They do not care for learning the language 

as a tool of communication. Teacher and the taught both look at this subject as an unavoidable 

hurdle and try their level best to cross this hurdle anyhow.  

Lack of Motivation:  Learning a second or a foreign language, motivation is the crucial 

force which determines whether the learner embarks on a task at all, how much energy he 

devotes to it and how long perseveres. It is known as a complex phenomenon and includes many 

components, such as, the individual’s drive, need for achievement and success, curiosity, desire 

for stimulation and new experience and soon. 

Pronunciation Problem:  It is not to discuss alone by carrying the students it is the 

problem of teachers itself in India. In English there is no coincidence among the words – 

Spellings—Pronunciation 

Example.          Camel, cot, cement cinema.  

Photography, pot, psychology.  
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Teeth, thumb, tea, table. 

 Geography, gun, goat, ginger. 

In the above example the alphabet ‘c’ is used as /k/ and /s/ in example ‘p’ is used as /f/ and /p/. 

Solutions or Remedies 

Language Lab: 

A language lab is nothing but teaching with software which is used to learn and practice 

and familiarizing students with voicing of the language using recoding made by native speaker. 

Listening to repeated activities with individualized learning will help them to speak correct 

English pronunciation. In the language lab the audios and videos of native speakers can be used 

in teaching learning process and we can ask them to watch them by listening keenly. While 

listening they will come to know the right pronunciation as well as they will learn the right usage 

according to the situation. 

Introducing stories. 

This is an effective way of improving their English. The student can be given different 

topics and they may ask to narrate a story. All the other students should be asked to be attentive. 

We can also ask them to point out any mistakes committed by them. The teacher can also correct 

the mistakes at the end of time. This will help the students to improve their vocabulary, 

pronunciation, fluency etc. 

Group Discussion: 

Through group discussion, Discussion will be occurred among themselves to develop 

their critical thinking and it will also help the learner to improve their speaking skills.                                                                                    

 

Reading News Paper: 

Through reading the English newspaper learners not only get information about society 

but also they can improve their word power when they come across new words and usages. 
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Dictionary Usage: 

Learners must learn or develop the dictionary usage because through dictionary learners 

can learn the usage of grammar to know which part of speech belongs to that word. They can 

also learn the pronunciation and synonyms and antonyms. There are so many advantages to 

improve their language in a proper way. 

 

Developing writing Skills: 

They can be asked to write any one of the memorable events which had happened in life 

or any one of the imaginary stories of their own. Through that teacher can find out their mistakes 

and can get chance to correct the sentences by giving explanation. 

 

Conclusion 

All the problems have their reasons in their roots. Without the reasons problems cannot 

be occurred. So, for every problem there will be a solution for learning language in a easy 

method. In my point of view some modifications should be needed to change in the curriculum 

construction. Regarding the changes occurred in the education system the language teachers 

especially English should be trained up thoroughly. Now I suggest my subject experts whoever 

prepare the syllabus under J.N.T.U ‘K’ they must introduce some novels or short stories to create 

an interest for learning English language in easy way. 
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